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SIR, 


Received your Letter, and I have ſeriouſly peruſed the Addreſs, Humbly 
. preſented to the Parliament ; 1 like the Title very well, [4 Propoſal of 
Union among(s Proteſtants] and the Deſign, in general, cannot but be com- 
mended: but hoy well it is inforced fromthe /aft Wil of the moſt Reve- ; 
. rend Dr.Sands,ſome time a Arch-Biſhop of York; and whether thar is to be 
- Iookt uponas the Sentiment of the firſ# Reformers, will require a farther 
Examination. - In the interim, as once for the Diviſions of Rewber, 1o now for thoſe 
| of England, there are great thoughts of heart, and who knows not, that Peace 
is a Jewel of great price, and to be purchaſed at any rate that may reaſonably 
ſecure the poſſeſſion of it. - Thisindeed is the Legacy which our deareſt Lord hath 
left to his Diſciples: But alas! many of the Zegarees have renounced their part 
in it; becauſe they cannot beallowed to make their own will of his Church and 
Kingdom. By Peace, our Bleſſed Lord never intended a Confpiracy againſt the 
Rules of Decency and Order : Peace with God, and Conſcience, and amongft 
Brethren, is the Fruit of Righteouſneſs.* Righteouſneſs is the Foundation of (2) Ia. 32. 17. 
Chriſt's Kingdom , and Peace a Superſtruure.* Now you know 'tis the part of = NOM. L4e 
Righteouſneſs, to give every one their due; the beſt Method therefore to be at * 
Peace, is to become juſt, that is, to become —_ and to pay our due reſpets m 
2 the 
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theſe Inſinuations, yet are they no leſs unjuſt and ſcandalous, than 78 . 
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the Laws, and to our Superiours, The Author of one Project for the good of Eng- 
land, tells us, That good Laws, and « juſt Execution of them (and not Oaths) are 
the natural and real Security of a Goverument. I amyvery much of his mind. here : 
For to relax the Reins of Goverament, opens a doar. to Licentiouſneſs; .aud that 
isno good friend to Peace and Unity. Beſides, if there can be ſucha thing as a 
Rope of Sand, there may, be a ſtupid g—_ 2095 the parts,. but no {olid, 


uſeful ſtrength; which depends upor-Command and Order, as much as the attra- 
Rive ſplendour and beauty of Societies. This, Sr, is one Reaſon , why the 
Feſuits 1o little value the ſhatter'd Parties of Proteſtants,_that they think thega not 
wortha Conſult or Plot, .in comparifon of the Chugch of England LefaFio 
rity.. be own'd as {acred, and the Laws be kept invislable, and” theſe will prove 
the beſt Bulwark of our Peace and Union. Proteſtants abroad are generally of 
this perſuaſion; and if any of our own Communion be otherwiſe minded, we are 
to look upon them as looſe Stones, that will 'never ſtand to ſupport the Building, 
but rather flinch and lip away to betray it, as.occalion ſerves, | 

Theſe Diſſenters complain of hard meaſure, heavy burthens,.#nd oppreſſing 
yoaks, as if their Perſons weregmpriſoned under ha , their Eſtages torn from 
them under the Harrowgof Sequeſtrators, and them Wives and dren forced 
to dance a tedioys attkydance Ft Gol@ſmiths-Hg#, toj make their Gompoſition ; 
whereas, intruth; it is the-gredt advantage ſon of reapfronithence, which 
makes them ſtill in love with their gainful Meetings againſt Authority, 

"This Apocryphal Anonymus tells us, theſe Piſſenters would do any thing for 
Peace, only they dare not farſake Holineſs, negleli thet\ Duty, nor wound their Con- 
Ciences, by offending God. Sir, if there be not ſome foul tin&ure of Malice in 


WhatThw, whaf Canoh, —_— ,or Practice, injqan'd by the ConſFifutioks þf 
this Church ; of what Governotir amongſt us, Goes oMiige them to atty fuch mat- 
ter, nay that does not charge and fortifie them to do the contrary ? As a learned 
man tgld thoſe Diſſewers, in the days of Queen E/izabethy With us abers Exleave 
for all men.t0 be good, if they will by God's eractiendledvonr BE ILL ILL 4 
Thole deſpcyare Plors, that are on foot againſt this poor maligned Church, we 
reſent with no lets horror than themſelves : Burt while the. Pope and his Emiſſaries, 
the Feſuits, with their Vaſſals, re at work to undermitie the Foundation, Why 
do theſe Diſſenters make it their buſineſs to aſſault and batter the Walls and Ter- 
rets of it? They attempt to blow it up, and theſe ſeek to pull.it down : they 
endeavour to extinguiſh the Name and Effence; and at the ſame time (as co- 
operating to her ruin) theſe labour (at leaſt) to Eclipſe the Glory of it. The 
learned Author, even now mentioned, had good ground to conclydg, Abatsf any 
thing will bring the Antichriſtian Toak upon this Land again, (which God turn far 
from 1) it will be Diſſention... ' * \-- | | DIS -123139.1 14) 41, 
. We-readily grant, that violemn: fforms ſhould drive the Sheep together ; byjji 
ſuch. a-ſeafon, all ſober men will::think, that the {/ragliny ſheep ſhould run intel 
common Fold, and not quarrel with' their faithful Shepherd; 'nor'Jabout''to pf 
down that Fold which is their beſt ſhelter. We know tos,” without this 1 
Informer , That the Red of God ſhould teach us'peace: and quietnels ; and 
having been ſo many. years in/- the Furnace of ' Aﬀtition , we ſhould''be fo 
throughly melted , as to.run eaſily into 00+, But whether it be'more- realon- 
able that the Church ſhould run into their Comvemticles 5  ( which' can never 'be 
united} or their Conventicles into\the boſom of 'the Church, let wiſe nitt judge. 
This Church of Ezgland has been as a Lilly amongHÞ the Thorns ; and the diſſent- 
ing Party has been the Rod of God's indignation, to chaſtiſe her © bnt"ths the 
Rod be not caſt into the Fire (through the clemency of a gracious Sovereign) 
vet ſhe like Moſes his Baſh has been miraculoufly-preferved in 'the- midſt” of 
flames; and the right hand of the Moſt High has been no leſs remarkable in 
her Enemies defeat , than in her own happy reſtauration. Nor is it-onktiown 
to the wiſely conſiderative , what Relentings ſhe has had, while they haye-per- 
ſiſted fubborn and inflexible. Nevyerthelets this officious Advorare craves leave, 


0 


* 
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to beg on:their behalf, That what. God hath not ſet up tit the Churth may be pull'd 
down and that rejeited, as an Innovation, which is not as old as the Apoſtles, and 
and nothing impoſed upon 7Ainiſters or People, but what hath footing and warramt in 
the holy Scriptures. . PU”. ; 
To which | anſwer, That we have nothing eſtabliſh'd- in our Church; but 'what 
God hath ſet up by general direftions and a juſt authority'y, nor have we any thing" in 
uſe and praice amongſt -us, but what is [in the 700r:and ground of it} a$old as 
the Apoſtles: ner is any thing'impoted npon Miniſters or People, but what- hath 
{uch ſufficient footing and warrant in the Holy Scriptures... : That the Church hath 
power to inſtitute external Rites, preſcribe Forms, to make Canons and Conſtituti- 
ons, to a{hſt her Children, and regulate their Pradtice inthe publick Worthip and 
Service of God, is not onely the unanimous Confeſſion: of all Proteſtant Charches 
_ of any creditable denomination. but is exactly con{onant to the mind of God, re- 
vealed to us in hisholy Scriptures, where-he gives the. Church a charge to .do all 
things to edification, and ts his glory. To this end he enjoynsher to perform all her 
holy Offices decently and in good order. This is God's: expreſs command in gene- 
ral, but his Word hath no where'determined the particulars; wherein that decency 
or order does or ſhall conſiſt; it follows: therefore undeniably, that the Word of 
God or the Holy Scriptures do ſuppole 'or eſtabliſh-a Power in the Church to in- 
ſtitute Rules, preſcribe Forms, andmake Canons to that purpole.: r 3.601 
For a clearer Demonſtration. hereof let'us feriouſly: refledt upon theſe Confidera- 
tions. + OVA VIGO ff v7 3H. LOA SOT | 
1. That Chriſt and his |Apoitles intended/Unity, and to: obtain and 'preſerve 
that Unity they enjoyned Order and Uniformity in the Churches. Chrift's intent 
is evidentin his ardent Prayer; that his Diſciples might? be oze,-and made perfett in , Joh.1- 
one. Andwe may read the great Apoſtle's: aim in his:earneft conjuring them, ®ro Eph. p| 4 
keep the unity of the' ſpirit in the bond 'of peace: © For there. 15 one body and one' ſpirit, , pom bh : 
one Lord and one Faitb, one Baptiſm, ane Hope of our calling. . And elſewhere he is Ws 
no leſs vehement;, Now I beſeech you, Brethren, mark, them which cauſe diviſions and 1 Cox. ,.; = 
offences, contrary to the dottrine whivh ye have learned, and avoid them. That Order 
and Uniformity are. 'enjoyned to.preterve: this Unity 45-no leſs evident; * Ler all 41 Cor.14.46 
things be done decently and in order. Order is the Parent of. Decency 1, and'to ob- 
ſerve the ſame Rxle 1s to follow. Order. Hence the Apoſtle exhorts the Philippians, 
© Let us walk by the ſame rule, let us mind the ſame things.' And this is the onely way +, py;1.4 16: 
to keep out Schiſm , whereupon he uſeth this Obſervation to the Corinthians, : 
f Now I beſeech you, Brethren, by the name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak, f1 Cor. 1.10. 
the ſame thing, and that there be no drviſions amongſt you ;, but that ye be perfettly joyn- 
cd together inthe ſame mind and in the ſame judgment, And he tells us to what end 
he requires this, viz. That ye may with one mind and one mouth glorifie God, even the Rom. 15.6. 
Father of our Lord Feſu Chriſt. And upon this account their Order in the Church 
of Coloſs was a Proſpe&t of fo much pleaſure to him: For though I am abſent' in the Col.2.s, J 
fleſh, yet am Iwith yousn the ſpirit, joying and beholding your order, and the ſtedfaſtneſs 7 OY 
of your faith in Chrift, Fotywhen men begin to break order, they preſently grow 
looſe in their Faith both to God and Man. | | 
2. Confider, that the Apoſtles, at. their firſt Preaching of the Goſpel, did. not 
preſently eſtabliſh that Order, which the ſtate of the Church did afterward require. [4 
The Church was to be gathered firſt, and afterwards Orders preſcribed how-it "8 
ſhould be governed. This is evident not onely from thoſe Decrees made in the firſt Aﬀs te \ 
Council at Feruſalem, but from the expreſs reſolution of S. Paul, the reſt will T ſet in , iy 24 
order when I come. © ; T hg 
3. Conſider, that the Apoſtle expeRed ſuch a Settlement ſhould be made by 
ſuch as were intruſted with the Government of the Church. This is clear from - his 
advice and.command to Titus, For this cauſe left I thee inCrete, that thou ſhouldeſt 
ſet inorder the things that are wanting, or left undone. | Fromwhence two things 
may be inferr'd irrefragably ; 1. That at his fr/#Preaching of the Goſpel S. Part 
left ſome things'undone, which in his own judgment were afterwards fit to. be done. 


2. That he expeed the performance thereof from the care of Titzs. roms 
B 4 Con- 
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Georg. Calixt. 
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. 4-. Conſider, thatthe.Apoſtle gives certain. general rules or Canons: tordiret the 
Govyernours of the Church,..in making ſuch Eſtabliſhments: ſuck areitheſe, Geral 
things-be done totbeglory.of Ged, Let all things he done to edificution. Let all things 
be done decently and in order. Hereupon Mr. Calvin does acknowledge ſuch Eccle- 
fiaſtical Confſtitutions:to bb lawful, as conſonant to the ord of God. - \And'Bezs ac- 

counts them-celeſtial and divine, in reſpet of their foundation ind jend, which is 
thatgeneral decorum commanded to be obſerved in God's Worſhip: ::: 1+ ! 
5. Conlicer, that the Apoſtle left it to the Judgment of Church-Governgurs to 
determine the particula75 to 'beeftabliſhed in ſuchcates. For thu\cuuſe left I thee 
(Ti, a ſingle perſon, and at leaſt a Biſhop) inGrete, that thox ſhowideſt. ſet in order 
the things that are wanting. David, Solomon, and Feboſapbat, Hezchiah, Foſtah,and all 
godly Princes, made Lawsfor the Church of God, and were approved: yea, the 


_ Laws and Decrees of Nebuchadnez.ar, of Cyrus, and Darims, were for the benefit 


.of it. . And God hath-promiſed, that Kwmgs ſhall be nurſing fathers, and Qurens nur- 
ſing mothers, to the Church. And it was truly and worthily:ſaid in Queen El:za- 
berths time, by that Author before mentioned, That Princes eſpecially ferut Chriſt 
even in making Laws for Chyift. - Now letus lay theſe Principles together : 4. That 
the folemn Worſhip and Service of God cannot be performed without Gireamſta- 
ces, (for of neceſſity Circumſtances muſt cloath every a&tion under the: Sun:) 
2. That theſe Circumſtances ate to be obſervediaccording to the rules of decency aid 
order; and: that theſe rules are tobe adjudged and determined by Auch-as reinveſted 
with Authority to thateffe&; it will follow unavoidably, that all Subjeas amt 
Members of the Churchare obliged ur :Conſctence' to obey ſuch Determinations 
and Eſtabliſhments.  For?tis moſt certain, where ſome axe impowered to com- 
mand, others are.enjoynedro obey ;  elfe the Power given to Superiours were gi- 
ven tono effet, Hereupon Mr. Beza- dots acknowledge, thongh theſe Ecclehia- 
ical Conſtitutions be humane and mutable, and do not bind the Confcience pro- 
penly and of themſclues ;, yet f they be juſt and boneff, we are obliged. to obſerve 
\thern, - as they contribute to the edification of the Church, and that we may avoid ſcan 
dal. Nor want we a better Authority than that 'of Mr. 8ezz, the great Apoſtle 
gives this charge, Obey them that have thewule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves. If 
you demand how far this Submiſſion does extend, the Apoſtle has reſolved that 
too to a reaſonable ſatisfation, Whatſoever things are true, whatſoever things are 
boneſt, {ſuch as are venetfable for their gravity and comlineſs] whatſoever things 
are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things 
are of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be any frac think..on theſe 
things to do them. I am very confident there isnothing enjoyned in this Church of 
England, but what is very: fairly comprehended within this Latitude of the 
Apoſtle. | 
| But this Author goes on with confidence, and tells his Reader, that certasnly it 
Cannot be prejudicial tothe Church, to yield.in thoſe things which jhe her ſelf calls maiffer- 
ent; and upon that ſcore are at beſt (according to his Irreyerence) but Chips in Por- 
#:doe, not worth contending for. But in all matters of :ndiferency we fay thete 
Diſſenters have the ſame liberty to comply with, as we have to recede from the 
ule and praftice of them. And herein we judge it moſt convenient and dutiful, 
both for our ſelves and them, to conform to the Law and Judgment of our Supe- 
riours. The Apoſtle was ſometime very rexder and yielding'in matters of snd:iFer- 
ency to the infirmity of new Converts; but it was in favour of fuch as had been 


| prepoſfſeſs'd by educationand the appearance of a divine Law, and \but lately call'4 


off from the prejudice of ſuch a Diſpenfation ; and this was before 4uch time as 
Authority had thought fit to determine any thing in the. cafe. * But this is not 
pleadable in Bar to a deliberate and legal Settlement of Rites aud Orders for the 
Diſcipline and Practice of the Church in after Ages. And Ipray remember, it was a 
thing different, which God himſelf was pteas'd to make choice of —_—_ and 
exerciſe of Man's Obedience, The Law of Nature did not tieup the: of our 


ff Parents from the Tree of Knowledge; it was but a poſitive Law, which re- 
trench'd their Liberty from the uſe and pleaſure of it. And'I am afraid it is = 
or 


MI 
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forbidden fruit which hath ſe? mens teeth on eg, and makes thei at thisday foun- 
apt toreliſh any refrain, in matrers of Indifferency. © For (to ſerubſeegh> prear 
Veneration they have for Authority whey it isnot veſted iarhemſeluer)” they iti & | 
not to tell us plainly, that what they have' 4 morgtiberty to do, they Wilt hk Y 
fore refuſe and contradiq, becauſe commanded by A thority. Bur if we Culy 
weigh how: fatal the Tran{preffion was in the firſt Inſtance of that nature,methinks 
it ſhoold make us dread the Ifſoe; leſt (befides what we have contracted from 


"Adam'sfin) we ſhould dray a further Guilt upon our ſelves, by an ugtgward and 


unwarrantable imitation. 


*But this Pics Avonymys is very much miſtaken in affirming, it cannot 'be 
#4judicial tothe Church, to yield to thoſe things which. ſhe herſelf calls maiffereit, 


Freing theſe Difſenrers account them ſinf} 5 for herein they willin 


Oy Te 


their own liberty, that they may prejudge onrs;, and 'by this means they become 
uncharitable to us,” and dogmarize themſelves into that very Supe#ſtztion which 
the Apoſtle condemns amongſt the Coloſſiars, '| Touch ' not, tate not, handle not. Col.2:2, 


That this {queamiſh refuſal: of things indifferent is Superſtition, we”. 


have good warrant from the nature * of the thing, as well as from 
the words of the Apoſtle; for what is Supez/fition but''a vain and 
anxious obſervation of things above the ® comp rule andſtandard 


at matters © Inn A fuperſtitious man js a perſon affe@ed with 
a vain and _ uqus fear 'of God; Qui mernir ibs Demh offendere, 
"ub7 1101 offe 


itur, faith Calvin ; One that fears 'to' offent! God in 
that wherein he is not,offended. And this may confift in Abſtention 


\and Omilſion, as well as in any Addition whitfoever. © For Super- 


ftitton is a ſcrupulous excreſcence of fear, which-grows reſpeRively 
out of both ſides of Religion ; if you pleaſe you may call it poſitive 
ot negative. The poſttive Superſtition conſiſts in ſcrupulous obſerva- 
7i0i or the doing of ſomething which God hath not commanded, or 
(if once he had) has now aboliſhed, Of this kind of Superſtition 
mention is made by the Apoftle in divers places and particularly 
Gal.4.10,11. Teobſerve, days, and moneths, ard times, ard years "Io | 
am afraid of you leſt I have beſtowed upon you labour in vain. The Ob- 
{ervation of * Times, Rites, and Ceremonies, tatters of Indifferency 
ib their pwn nature, when obtruded upon us as parts of God's Wor- 
ſhip, as matters of Religion and Merit, as neceſſary to Salvation, 
as Duties of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, as obligatory to Conlci- 
ence of their own nature , ths is determined to be Superſtition. 
But when they are enjoyned to prevent * diſgrder, and keep up a 
folemn gravity and detorum, in the Performance of 'all Sacred Offices 
in God's Publick Worſhip and Service ;, 5 this caſe they are no way 
altied to Superſtition. ,* but depend upon the lawful Power and Au- 
thority of ſuch as are .intruſked with the Condu of the Church. 
This is the unanimous Acknowledgment of the moſt Learned Pro- 
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reſtants, Calvin, Aretius, Zanchy, Davenaiit, as may. be obſervedin their reſpeivc 


Commentaries upon Col. 2. 16. & Gal. 4. 16: to which I refer the Judicious 


Reader. 
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© There is a ſecond kind of Superſtition : which we may call : Negative , con- eninl > x 
fiſting in a vain and ſcrupulous Omiſſion , Averſation, and Abſtiacnce from ſuch Smgw ms > 5 
things as God hath no where forbidden. Thus the Reverend Biſhop Sanderſon © dundm we 


coricerning Sunday ( Dies Solis), that ſome men axe ſhy of the Name, 


and condemn 4. Plat. de 


{uperlſtit. 


the uſe of it as profane, heatheniſh, aud ana; it proceeds (he ſaith ) from 5:Su- 7 lathe fiſtof 


ptrſtition. But we have the Apoſtle's Inſtance, 


from the rudiments of the world,. why as though living in the -worl@ are ye ſu 


2.39. Jos be deed wich Chrif 
rid Pee to or £ h Neeſetave- 


| his 8 Caſes. 


; bod © a" s % ** , , 5 IEEE TIS Ed % ba 
24nces, (and what are they but * Prohibitions and Negatives?) Touch nee, taſte Ti. G.Calixt, 
ety. handle not 7? * De Greſcentibus verbis indicia in Thani oreury hPa" lofle2.16.0nd 
«lauſula camprebendit & Fudaizames & Pythagorizantes,, vino abſtinere pexpetud #0x. era Fudgicum)y nifs it priicis; apud 
Pythagoriftas frequens. Cibis| #0nuullis Fudzi abſtinebant, multo pluribus Pythagorift,s. —; Ne gamine tales magiftros, 

| : _ 3Fh n 


gui. talia non obſeryantes ſpe ſalutis excludunt. H#c Grotins, 


5  7Grot. ad Co- 
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faith Calixtys ; The. leſſening of the. words does intimate the increaſe of Superſtition. 
And he does make uſe of the Number Three that he may comprehend all, ſaith Ca* 
jetan. \ And (as he goes on) though we, cannot tell certainly and z ſpecze, what 
' Ordinances he means, yet weare {ure they concern Obſervances of an external car- 
nal nature as Religious. Butby the. Cardinal's good leaye they placed Religion mn 
the Averſation and Non-obſervance; of them, wherein the Apoſtle reproves: their 
| vain Seruploſity aud affeted Superſtition. Modern Expoſitors have not expreſs'd 
Ad Col.2. themſelves diſtintly and clearly in this' matter : but S. Ambroſe (though in: few 
words) delivers himſelf full enough'to our purpole ; Omniz qui baptizatur in Chri- 
ſto moritur mundo * cunttis enim ſnperſftitionum erroribas abrenunciat, C& ſolam.,cal;t fi- 
dem Chriſti. Every one that is baptiz.ed into Chriſt is dead to the world * for he renoun. 
ceth aff the errors of Superſtition, : that he may obſerve the faith of Chriſt onely as his Re- 
ligion. Thoſe beggarly Elements of the Levitical Law, and the Traditions and Or- 
dizances of old Phzloſophers, S. Ambreſe calls the Obſervance. of them Superſtition. 
For Superſtition is an awful wveneration of fomething that is. dead under a. notion 
that it {till /zves in a ſtate of Glory. Now thoſe Philoſophical and Fewiſh Ordinan- 
ces (which the Apoſtle reproves) are as well dead to us as we to them, Where- 
fore1ook upon them as ſurviving thoſe Diſpenſations which gave them life and be- 
ing, and to have their mnaginary Ghoſts in veneration, is certainly a moſt vain. and 
groſs Superſtition, To ſhut, yp this part of our Diſcourſe : By things zndifferent 
Col.2.16- we mean ſuch things as God hath left free to us; things neither commanded nor for- 
bidden, concerning which theſe Rules may be of. uſe to dire& our common Pxa- 
&rice. | - To | : | wt, 
Col.2.21. 1. Such as are afraid they ſhould offend God and wound their Conſcience, by 
- Cor. 10:25, the uſe and prattice of {uch things as God hath not forbidden, they are ſuper- 
"of ſitious. | 2 "2H 
Gal.4. 10,11. 2. Suchas are afraid they ſhould offend God and wound their Conſciences, by 
Mar.7-5,&c the omiſſion or diſuſe of ſuch things as God hath not commanded, they are Super- 
ſtitious. | | 7 
Snch was the 3- Suchas make the uſe and praitice, or the omiſſion and forbearance, of things 
Caſe in Gal.4. indifferent, a matter of merit of Religion or Divine Worſhip, of neceſſity to Salvati- 
TO,11. & on, Juſtification, and Holineſs, and? binding the Conſcience of their own nature, or 
Mar. 75+ upon any ſuch account, they are Syperſtitious. | ry PP | 
1 Pet-2.16. 4. Such as are not led away by an affetted ſmgularity, in matters that are zndiffer- 
with 18. ent, but do fix the uſe of their (otherwiſe) indeterminate Liberty, accordifig to the 
Heb.13- 7-17 commands of a juſt Authority, having reſpe& to Polity, Decency, and good Order ; 


-_ —r-10 they do govern themſelves prudently, according to ApoſtolicaldireCtion. 


Rom. 16,17, But Laſtly, ſuch as out of an opinion of Religion do refuſe to conform to the. 


18. Conſtitution of a juſt Authority, in permning the uſe of their Chriſtian Liberty 
* "Ours 9 about things :ndifferent, to the ends aforeſaid ; they do walk * diſorderly in refer- 
as $4 201745 ence tothe Government, and are (upon the matter),ſuperſtit;ons, ſchiſmatical, and 
7 dteo ger 5 6 ſeandalous. In ſhort then, according to the Apoſtles way of Arguing, [Touch not, 
ag. 9 a qo afte not, handle not} by a parity of reaſon, the bogling at thoſe Inſtances amongſt 
724-4 x our ſelves appointed for Decency and Order, in the folemn performance of God's 
ariw#oy, public Worſhip and Service, [viz. Touch not the Swrplice, kneel not at the Sacrament, 
VegpmInous- (97 not with the Croſs] ate ati Ataxy in Government, a denyal of Authority in de- 


rug withgr'y terming the uſe of things indifferent, a rerrenchment of our Chriſtian Liberty,a re- 
nes viving of an old Superſtition in other Inſtances, and highly ſcandalous, by caſting 
a ſnare of neceſſity upon the Conſcience, and fixing an Opinion of Relig:on upon 
| ſuch Abſtentions and Omiſſions, as are but indifferent . in their ownnature? This 
72 Drios ubi was charged upon diſſenting Brethren by a Learned Man in the time of Queen Ejj- 
{pra p18.172- zabeth, where he faith thus, [Thoſe Miſtakers and. Tolerators (1o hecalls them) 
| have forgottenthe laſt and extremeſt degree of Revolters, of Forſakers, of Refuſers and 
plain Contemners, whoſe caſe is much to be pitied, eſpecially of thoſe miſlakgrs, becauſe 

through them they (the reſt) are come into this downfall. | 
By this time I preſume you will readily conclude, that the Church hath great. 
reaſon not to yield inthoſe things, which ſhe her ſelf calls ;»d;Ferenr, though the 


Diſfenters account-them ſinfut; For it is evident that hereby, « 
| 1. She 


LMI 


UMI 
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1. She ſhould betray the Truth and our Chriſtian Liberty. 

2. She ſhould give ſcandal! to her weaker lort of Children, who look upori theſe 
things as zndifferent, and ſubmit to the ſe and prattice of them as lawful, out of obe- 
dience to Authority. 

3. She ſhould hereby throw dire upon the face of our firſt Reformers, and con: 
demn their vigilant Scceſſors, not onely as unwiſe in putting thete chips {accord- 
ing to the Irreverence of this Author) into our Porridge z but as unjuſt and 1yr annous 
in impoſing things ful to wound the Conlcience. 

And laſtly, She ſhould hereby encourage theſe Dsſſenter3 in their diſobedience, 
confirm them in: their error and ſuperſtition, and fo caſt a ſnare upon their Conlci- 
ences. That the may not be forced to do them rhis unkindnels, the Church finds 
her ſelf obliged to deny them their #jxſt demands. 

I ſee in the opinion of this Author, theſe things are but bones of contention and 
ſtumbling blocks;, but we know tome Spirits are of that temper, they will /umble at 
the beſt Conſtitutions under Heaven, if themſelves have not a hand in them. Chriſt 
himſelf is ſuch a /fumbling block., as cannot eſcape their wanton” kicks and cenſures; 
which makes him leave this 4phoriſm upon record, Bleſſed is be whoſoever ſhall not 
be offended in me. | 

Let us obtain ſo much Charity of theſe dſenting Brethren, as to believe us in 
this our ſerious Profeſſion, that we look not upon the. Rites and Ceremonies of the 
Church as matters of Religion, or parts of God's Worſhip; but as outward- cir- 
cumſtances of Decency and Order in the performance of it; and that coming into 
any other Proteffant Church, which differs from us herein, we can as freely and 
fmcerely communicate with them as in our own. | 

T his Author tells us, Rome was not built in a day ;, but the ſtruute which takes 
up much time and pains in rearing up, may be px#d down ſpeedily; and Children 
are able to demonſtrate this by their perry Experiments. The fr/# Reformers (he 
confeſſes) caſt out abundance of filth and rubbiſh; and what ſhould be done more ? 
I hope there are none ſo il] adviſed, as to overturn the Fabrick of the Church, and 
grub up her foundation. He ſays,they could not finiſh the work_, nor add the top ſtane to 
the Reformation : but (I pray) what hindered them? did they want 5&4 or wiſdom, 
zeal or conrage, anthority or power ? I ſuppoſe there is no man 10 ſhamelefs as to 
affirm, they wanted any thing needful to an adviſable Reformation. He faith in- 
deed, ſuchwas the iniquity of the Times, the rage of their Enenaes, and the Oppoſition 
they met with, they could not doit. But reflefting upon the Proceedings of that 
Work, we find that none gave them more trouble from time to time than theſe dſ- 
ſentin; Brethren. 

To take offence at every thing which is in uſe and pratice in the Church of 
Rome, (and for that very reaſon onely, Becaule it is fo) is very childiſhand ridicu- 
lous: and for this I appeal to all the Lutherans, with the moſt Learned and Judici- 
ous of the Reformed Churches. The Learned Author in Queen Eliz abethsReign, 
ſo often mentioned, told thoſe Difſenters of that Age z, It is certain, that a great 
part of the publick prayers in that Book which the Romans uſe, was prattiſed in the Church 
before the Beaſt came anto that Chair : and oftentimes God's people have either takenor 
reſumed thoſe things to God*s Worſhip, which have been abuſed by Idolatry. The ſpoils 
of Egypt and Jericho, the Veſſels of the Temple abuſed by the Babylonians, were again 
applied to God's Service. If we uſed any thing wherein the Pope ſheweth himſelf to be 
the Beaſt, «s his wor ſhipping of dead Saints and Images, and the Maſi, and. ſuch like ; 
then we might be ſaid to bear his Image or his Mark 3 but in tre Prayers that we have 
there is no part, no limb, no claw of that Beaſt. 

Some men (Iknow) to ſerve their own ends, and ſome for want of better s»for- 


- mation, areapt to take up that old thredbare method, ſofit to de/ude the: hearts of 


the ſimple people. © They are ready to charge others with an inclination to Popery, 


- who ſtand at a further diſtance from it than themſelyes, and upon much better 


grounds ;, not as raſh Zelors, but as prudent Chriftsans, not out of deſign to ſecure 
their Eſtates, but out of Conſcience to ſave their Souls, 


S Vet 


1 Pet.2.3; 
Mat.I 1.6; 


L4. Deiss, pz 
3. 


L.Deios p. 114 


a Latin 12. 
p4g.88.O9c. 

b In Quarto, 
rom. 1. ir44.2, 
q-2+p-289+ 

C Cap. 24. ſet. 
19-1 p.157. 


See her Act 
for Uniformi- 
ty atthe end 


Pag.154» 


[8 ] 


Yet we muſt not run.ſo far from Rome (as the manner of ſome is) / as to leave the 
Holy Scriptures, the Apoſtolical Conſtirmtions, and the whole pratizice off the prim:- 
tive Church, with our common Faith, the Crcegh, and Sucraments behind us. The 
Lines that are drawn to the greateſt diſtance from this cextre have'tthe leaſt trength 
in them. *Tis very well taid of the Author .even now commended; The pec- 
ple of God muſt not faſhien themſelves like the Canaanites, nor the Heathen: about them, 
in any thing wherein they are Idolatrous and Impions: but in that they have as men, Gods: 
people may be like them. As they are Papilſts we'will not be kg the Romans ;, bur as 
they are Chriſtians,” we maybelke them., - We nmjt not ufe the Bible; nor the Name of 
God or Chriſt, zor Baptitn; f we-will have nothing that they have.::\ This: was found 
Proteſtant Dodrine inthe happy days of that Qutep of ever bleſſed Memory. 

Contonant hereunto the moſt emnext Proteſtant Divines, both at bome and in 
forein Churches, do unanimouſly profels to, deteſt and renonnce nothing of the 
Church of Rowe; but her:Errors, her Corruptions, her Contagions, het 1dolatry, 
Superſtition, and-Tyranny. ;,Andalbeit theſe ber Pollutions wauld.not permit them 
to communicate with her-in the outward exerciſes of Religion- (fo: contaminated;) 
yet they protects they neveraltered their, pyrpeſe: of perſevering in the: Faith and 
praitice of thoſe things which are goodin her. And for this I appeal. ta: Biſhop 
Fewel in his * Apelogy, and to Dr. Andrew Rivet in his * Cathol. -Orthodoxrs,; and to 
the Learned H. Zaxchy in'bis* Faith concerning matters of Religion, written when 
he was 70 years of age. TEE W.aS! WEEDS i 70-36 TS 

. Sir; when all; isdone; the onely Fxgges of publick- Conftitutionsi:are-our Go- 
vernours,” inveſted with Authority to that eftc&. | And I miiſt tellyou.Treely, ne- 
ver were matters more throughly ſifted and examined, for fix ſaore. years toge- 
ther,; than theſe Chnrchmarcers; never more-care.and pains- taken, : than to adapr 
and fit them to the :Szlevmrrzes of God's Worſhip, ' It was the care of: Queen. El:.. 
zabeth:-and her Commiſſioners: to ordain and. publiſh fuch Rrtes andlCoremonies, as 
were moſt for the..advaucement of Golds glory, the edifying 'of his Church, and 
the due reverence of Chriſt's holy Myſteries and Sacraments. And:truky kam of opi; 
nion,: that her Royal Highnels and her Commiſſioners were 4s. wiſe, as pious, and 
aslearned as our Diſſenters. | They criedout of things as Popifh and Autichriſftian 
in thoſe days, as theſe do in ours. And that Author to often mentioned did rarely 
encounter them at that time, and we need no other Confutation :: Now then (faith 


.he ) how ſhall we know. whether a thing be Popiſh and Antichriſtian ar xo? By the 


Namei ? That cannot be, Names of their (own) nature be indifterent - the Things 
contained in the Names as they are uſed of us might be examined. eAnd how: ſhall we 
find whether they be Popithand Antichriſtian ? If they ſerve to promote Popery, then 
are they Popiſh, then are they Antichriſtian. - Bat af none of theſe things ( which 
they except againſt) help to marimtain Idolatry, or' the Pope's Supremacy, or menis 
Traditions againſt the writtenWord, or Free Will againſt the Grace ' of Chriſh, or mens 
Mferits' againſt Fuſtification by Fuith, or the Idot 'and Sacrifice of the Maps, or Pil- 


 grimages, or Purgatory, or Prayer for the Deadz"or Anricular Confeſſion, (whereby 


the Prieſt keeps the Lock and Key. of the Pemrenr*s Confcience;: and makes it his 
Spy. todifcover his ſecret Inclinations, .and then his Preſs-maſter: to engage him 
to execute any deſign of miſchief ) or Satisfabtrops for ſins by Penance, or Indulgences, 
or. the keeptng of the Word of God from the people m any unkyown Tongwe, 'or the like ;, if 
they da not maintain vice or unjuſtice, nor Herefie' amongſt us ; but are direiFed ta root. 
out Popery, to keep us.in the true faith, to aavance the. Word of God, ' to eftablifh our 
Fuſtificatzon by Faith, ' to further: Repentance and good:works, to puniſh ſin, | 1 define that: 
which is equal ard right, to keep the common peace of the Church ©. Then are they nar 
Popiſh, :ſeerng they: ar bent andexerciſed to the ruinof Popery. But they are Chriſtian 
ard holy, and appertaining to the Church of Chriſt, foraſmuch as they farther the. Ki 
dom and Glory of Chriſt our Saviour. Thus food the. Church and the-Procyſtinr Rel 
gion amongſt us inthe v2 mts rut | 27% > Þr; 
 Tothis moſt excelent Puincels ſucceeded King Fames, a Prince wiſe and-learned 


to a prodigy and wonder ; and His Majeſty: being importuned by the repeated noite 
and clamours of ſuch *Diſſenters; was pleaſed himſelf to hear their Objeions 
| with 
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with an unwearted Patience,and (uotwithſtindins the praudice of his, Education 
under Buchanan) he did tolemnly declare, thatail their; qxceptions werC! gh; ad 
fri2olons5, for which reaton he forthwith iſſued out his Royab Proclamation torein- 
x force Uniformity, which you may find well worth: your reading about!the 'beginr 
ning of the former Book of Common Prayer. That wiſe and learned. King (who was 
much more alle to judge'thar you or I) look'd upan-this our » Exgli/1. Feruſulem as 
a Bride made ready:for her Husband; but thete  Diſemters' would be pulling, off 
her dreſs and deflower her beauty, to ſhew their own «kill in Religious - Drapepy 
and Trimming. And indeed they have made little lels than Prophecy of ctheWords of 
that Perſon in the time of Queen El;2.aberh, where he laith thus; F/hile. menſeely | p,;....... 
toperfect Churches; they will bring to paſs, that there 'wull be amaug ſt us no. Church at 73k gs 
all. } Ifiyou would ſce the Kiny of Saints in his bearty, (as that Azgrymus hath 
it you. muſt have patience till you get: your. paſſage into Heaven ; and if 
you would'fee Chit pon his throue, you muſt expect till he comes to ſit"in Judg- 
ment.” "When that great day of reSF:rution comes, that" corruption ſhall have /put r 
on” incorruption, and infirmity be twailowed up:of glory and perfettion, then hewill 
caſt all eandals out of this Ki27dom, and pretent re himtelt 42. gloriousiCharchnbt Ephel. <.27. 
having ſpot or wrinkle, but completely holy and withaue blewiſh, . In themean whiſe 
as long as the Church is militant, ſhe looketh, forth asthe.morning, fair as'vhe' Moon, 
clear as the Sw; her Beauty is overcaſt with Clouds, ftain'd with 5pots,- fubje&'to 
Eclipſes. Chriſt hath told us, 'that Offencesrwilt come;' and the Tuaures will. ſp2ing np Cant.6.10- 
amongſt theWheat ; and he that looks for any other + Paradiſe or Heaven on Eamh, 
does-but feed upon his: own' dreams, and flatter yhimſelf-with his. own dil; » 
Com; 2:4 :i: ; JED IOC LET 11 to 253 
In the-Name of God, what would men+be at ?- + Our pious and wife Reformer? 
have ſo far departed from all the corruptions, fromailt the unwarrantable Dorines 
and PraRices of the Church of Rome, that a Reverend Perion well able-to judge 
inthe cafe; has put this his: ſolemn Profeſſion into publick view ;, F/ do believrriumy 1, 7:11, 
conſcience the Church of. England to be the beſt conſtituted Churgh this day in the worlds, Sermon va 
and that asto the main the Dottrine, and Government, and Worſhip of 'it, ave excetent- 1 Cor.;.15. 
ly framed th make men ſoberly religious, ſecuring men.on the one hand from the wild freaks 
of  Enthufiaſm, and on the other from the follies 'of Superſtition; ] And this 1 take 
the confi..ence to averr, that the grounds Upon which. the;Ghureh of England now 
ſands,” gives us great ' advantage aboveal other particular Churches, ro-gncoun- 
t:rand beat off all the force of Rome. And ths is undeniably revinced.by experi> 
ence, It was the Obreſtai;on! of that worthy Perlan in the time of Queen Eliza- , n,;, ,; 
&oth, | All that vs proper ts Antichriſt we withſbanu,. and therefore Antiohrift ſeeing (upra 196, 
hrmſcif caft off, and us not rathered in his Name, ſtriveth by force and policy to gather 
us to himſelf again. | For this reaſon it is, that thoſe Emiſſiries of his put themlelves , 
Into all ſhapes and trades, become T aylors andShoomakers, Precbyterians and Indepeud- 
ers, Anabaptiſts and Quakers, or men of the Fifth ZAanarchy, to attaque and. ruin 
us: And as long as any Comvenricles are allowed, 'thete will beſo many Scenes and 
S$traves for Popith Prieſts and Jefuits to act their parts undiſcernibly ; and-this, can- 
not.be avoided but by a fri? Conformity, Becaute they are not able toftand:agamft 
us int the open field by force of Argument, they attempr to doit by: Sizatagem,ithatis, 
by the moſt urjuſtifiable methods of » Aſurthers, '"Treaſons, and Afſaſſinations.. I this 
Church: of Eno/and were \not'the very beff Church under Heaven, :chey would 
never impugn-tt with a Malice {o-implacable; \and if they found it not much too 
hard tor them, by the advantage of the ground it now ſtands-on, they would never 
enragc inluch deſperate Courſes to remove it. Wherefore 'it' highly concerns all 
worthy Perſons, who Jove':the Sottlement..of the 'Lroreſtune Religion? hereas 
Home, (even if favour to the Proteſtants abroad) ito waite- their ſtrengthand Rudy 
by attjuſt and prudent'Merhods rvifupportit.;\ that our:fubtteſt:Enemies the 'Feſu- 
#5 may'bymomeans/obtain the advantage of an Afrer:game t0.ruin,us.. 1We know 
they are like Moles, and work under ground; if wetter others to peck:\away. any 
of our watersals, which-nowRant fo firm and dowell, armented; they will anfinuate 
'them{lvesinto a-breaciof anal [atirnde troundermine qur whole Fakric,and enter 
th upon us poſtlimimno. I 
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I confeſs, the u1io: of all the Proteſtants as well abroad as at home, is a noble de- 
ſign 5 but whether it be pratticable or needful, or whether we (hall meet with a fair 
compliance from other- Churches in fuch an Attempt, is very doubtful. For, 
1. That which pleaſeth the Lutherans will not pleate the Calvinifs ; and to be lure 
amongſtſuch Proteſtants as- are Swbjefts under Popiſh Dominions, this Projett of 
Union 1s unpraQticable. 1f we attempt to wn:te them to our ſelves,we berray them 
to be ruined by the jealouſre of their own Princes. Amongſt Proteſtants therefore 
under ſuch circumſtancesno ſuch union can reatonably be expeted. 2. Nor is this 
at all needful, for do we not all profefs it lawful for particular Churches to have 
their - different Kites and Ceremonies, "Forms and Cuſtoms? Do not all Proteſtant 
Churches declare, that it is their Chriſtian Liberty to have it ſo? and does not 
each particular Church and Party ftifly adhere to their ew: Rites and Forms upon 
that account ? and muſt we of the Church of Erglard be the onely Changlings of 
the Reformation ? I pray: let us conſider the Advice of the Learned Zanchy; 
<© There are two ſorts of things (faith he) wherein the wniry of the Church may 
<« confiſt: The firſt, in ſuch things as ate delivered in the Word of Ged ; the other, 
6 in ſuch things as are not expreſſed. in the Word, and of this ſort are many Eccle- 
{© Gaftical Reres and Ceremonzes. In the firj# kind we hold anity to be always and 
«every where neceſſary :-inthe later, although nity is not of it ſelf neceſſary, but 
<< "tis convenient to have afferent Rites, according to the conſtitution and quality 
« of different Times and Places; neyerthelels where a'certain Order is appointed 
«© andrecerved touchingſuch things, for the Edification of the Church; it is our 
«© Judgment, that there Unity in _ſurh matters ought to be retained, and the Or- 
& ders of the Church axght not to be diſturbed: according to the rule of the Ap0v- 
< ftle, Let all things be done decently and in order, to the edification of the Church. 
<« Concerning which things. we:do wonderfully approve and embrace thoſe - two 
<< Epiſtles of S. Auſtin,” viz. 118. & 119. to Fanuzim, after 70 years of age, 
<« when the heat of his Diſputes and Controverſial Labours were at an end. This 
wasthe Faith 2nd Religion-which that Learned man. profeſſed and died in. 

And whatlſoever- alteration” we can:;projet, I am confident *twill generally give 
more offence than ſatisfa&ion , and wiſe men in forein parts will be apt to value 
us the leſs for fuch our levity.” > However with Free States and Princes which arc 
Proteftants, we may enjoy a firm union by a mutual confederation, (as is uſually 
done upon all other occafions) without any change of Laws, Rites, Forms, or local 
Conſtitution on either part. ' 

And 3. will other ſorts of Proteſtants: be ſo eaſily perſuaded to ſuffer their deli- 
berate Conſtitutions to bediſputed and contradicted ? Let us take our meaſures 
herein from our late Aſſembly of Divines, whole Advice and Reſolution to the then 
Parliament was this; They who upon pretence of Chriſtian Liberty ſhall oppoſe any law- 
ful Power, | or the lawful exerciſe of tt, whether it be Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, reſiſ# the 
Ordinance of God ; and for their publiſhing ſuch Opinions, or maintaining of ſuch Pra- 
Hices, as are contrary.to the Light of Nature, or to the known Principles of Chriſtians- 
ty, . whether concerning Faith, Worſhip, or Converſation, or to the Power of Godlineſs, 
(whereof we may be ture they intended to be the Judges) or ſuch erroneous Opini- 


 .ontor Praitices, as either intheir own nature, or in the manner of publiſhing or main- 


taining them, are deſtruttive to the external peace and order, which Chriſt hath eſta- 
bliſhed in-the Church, (that is, by their Presbyterian Model) they lawfully be 
calld to account, and proceeded againſt by the Cenjures of the Church, ana by the Power 
of the Cruil Magiſtrate. "; 

- Butletus leave the Proteſtants of fore:y Churches, and- keep our eyes at home ; 
and herewe cannot bnt obſerve to our great grief, that the Sets and Fattions are 
mary andwarious, and which of them ſhould we deſign our kindneſs for ? For 
Presbyrerians or Independents, Anabaptifts, Quakers, or Socinians? Where ever you 
reſolve to pitch, I believe you will have but a ztrle to-gratifie the humour of ſome 
Party, which you can never oblige. For it is not to be. imagined, that our Go- 
vernours will eyer part with ſo mwcb. as has been impetuouſly required; for then 
we ſhalt lay a colourable ground to juſtific their Solemny League and Covenant, wich 
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all thoſe -horrid Miſchiefs which enſued upon it 3- and. we ſhall moſt certainly +» 
form the Church, and wnbinge the Government, which may be of a wotte conſe- 
quence. than a 7emporary Toleration. If you grant but-{trle, they will conclude 
they have given the Church a defeat therein, and will #7; wmph in it: yetthis will 
be too weaka Charm to make them acquieſce, and be at peare with-us.” 'For this 
fort of men (as well as others) are obſerved to be ſo reſtleſs in their humour, that 
inſtead of ſindy:ng to be quiet, and to de their own buſmeſs, they are always Iabouring 
to be wppermoſf, and in order to that they are always ſtudying zew- Obje&ions 
againſt all effabliſh'd Forms of Decency, mavgre all alterations intended for their 
ſatisfaction. Sometimes they cry down the Rites and Ceremonies, ' becauſe they 
are dumb, that is, dark and unedifying + but ſince the dumb beaſt has had her mouth 
opened to convince the madneſs of thele Prophets, they cry out againſt: them for 
having too much Tongue, that is, for being roo ſegnificant and uſeful. And as ano- 
ther Inſtance of their Unquietneſs, we may obſerve their watchtulnetfs and artifice 
in perverting ſuch charitable Diſcourſes, as are deſigned to draw them into the 
Communion of the Church, to pa#iare their Difſent from it. And how render ard 
ſcrupulous Toever they make themſelves at this day, yet they will not let us forget, 
that not .very long lince, while they ſtrained at the very ſame Grars, they could 
{wallow Camels ; and thought it juſt to force others (as much as in them lay) to do 
the like. | | P2100 DOGS 

Sir, if theſe Practices have any affinity with the Definition of 1»firmity, (or a 
weak. Brother ) I muſt confeſs my ſelf at aloſs to underſtand what it -is to be /##; 
wilful, and unteackable. In ſhort, by offering thele Diſſente+s to yield them. they 
know not what, upon the Solicitation of we k»ow. vot whom, we fhall expole our 
{elves and our Religion to no purpoſe. The #0piſh Party will upbraid us for our 
levity ; and perhips in departing from the decent and harmleſs Rites and Uſages of 
the Ancients, (long before Popery had a being) we may give a ſcandal to fuch as 
have come over to us from their Communion. . And whatare welike to get by it ? 
As far as Iam able to diſcern, we ſhall give ground to a profeſs 4 Advertary , and 
make a wiltul breach upon our wholſom Laws and Diſcipline, to make 4 new expert 
ment, For if itdoesnot: ſucceed well, (which none but God Almighty can fore- 
ſce) bow ſhall we recover ourground again ? and who-ſhall ſtand in the gap to make 
up the breach for us? TG 11 

We are come at laſt to. the Authorzty alleaged by that Apocryphal Anonymus ; in 
the firſt whereot I find a double miſtake; for firſt the Name of that Reverend Arch- 
Biſhop was not Edward.but Edwin Sands, who died at Tork Aug.8.1588. Thelaid 
Reverend Perſon, when he was Yicechancellor of Cambridge, at the Inſtigation of 
the Duke of Northumberland, preached up the Title of Fare Grey, for which he was 
impriſoned by Queen Mary. Afterwards being ſet at liberty upon the Interceſh- 
on of ſome Friends, he went over into Germany, and ſtaid. there till he was called 
back in the Reign of Queen Elzzaberb. From thence 'tis probable he might bring 
over with himſome Inclinations to the Afodels of Reformation, which he had obſer- 
ved amongſt ſome Proteſtants in thoſe Countries. But beſides this miſtake in the 
Name, there is a greater in the Tire Page, ard I am alittle jealous it was wzlful 
and aduiſed ; for he reprelents it as' the ſentiment of the firiF Reformers, "when it 
was but the ſingle Opinion of that Reverend Archbiſhop, in or about the thirtieth 
year of that Qucens Reign ;, all the reſt of the Governours (as far as weare able to 
inform our ſelves) were of azother Judgment, as their Succeffors generally have 
been ever ſince. But let us hear the Briſop's own Words ( at leaſt if. they be his 
own) he ſaith thus ; [7 have ever been and preſently am perſuaded, that ſome of them 
(Rites and Ceremonies) be zot ſo expedient for this Church now, but that inthe Church 
Reformed, and in «ll this time of the Goſpel, wherein the Seed of the Scripture hath ſo 
long been ſoyyn, they may better be diſuſed by little and little, than more and mere urged.) 
This is that which the Archbiſhop declares, and it is obſervable, that he does not 
name any one of thole Kites and Ceremonies, but refers the particularities to the diſ- 
cretion of the Godly-wiſe. What have been diſuſed-and altered(ince that time, I ſhall 


leave to the Obſervation of conſidering men : What are retain'd amongſt us, have 
hee. 
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been ſeverely andaw112tely examiped ; and the Godly-wiſe find them ſo far from 'a 
diſpoſition te chosk the ſeed ofthe Goſpel, that they approve them as congenial 
to the general DiAates and DircRiofs of it; arid very decere -in the ſolemn Worſhip 
and Serve of God under it. © © Es 

That out &rcdleſiaſtical Policy in ſome points may be better d, that Biſhop does 
acknowledge, and fo do we. In the Preface to the Commination we are told of a 
Godly Diſcipline in the Primitive Church, which both they and we wiſh heartily might 
be reſtored ; but this is not to be hoped for, till the generality of men become more 
 governeble, that is, more hiutble, more obſequious, to wholelom Diſcipline, and carry 
2 greater venerarzon for the: Authority of the Chutch, !;,. | 

But that this Reverend Archbiſhop was not of the mitid-of theſe Difſepteys, his 
laſt Will and Teſtament, (which is here produced) gives us{vfficient Evidence. For 
he ſaith, 1. That the ſtate of a ſmall private Church(fluch as Geneva for example) and 
the form of a large Chriſtian Kingdom, neither would long likg, nor at all brook,, one and 
the ſame Eecleſiaſtical Government, - 2, He 1aith, Concerning Rites and Ceremonies b 
Palitical Conſtitutions autboriz.ed among ſb us, 1 am axd have been perſuaded, that ſuch 
a are ſet dawn by public Authority in this Church of England, are no way either ungodly 
or unlawful; but may with a good Conſcience (for order and obedience ſake) be uſed of 'a 
£00d Chriſtian. Are the Diſemers of this mind ?. why then do they. not conform to 
them ? and why does this their Advocate upbraid them as ſinful and ungodly, and 
charge them with an edge and ſting that wounds the Conſcience ? 4. That. Reve. 
tend Archbiſhop tells us further, 7 do utterly miſlike, even in my tonſrience, all'ſuch 
rude aud nndigeſied Platforms, as have been more lately and boldly, than either learned- 
ly or wiſely preferr'd ;: tending not to the Reformation,but to the deſtruttionof the Church 
of England. | What would "this pious Soul have ſaid, if he had lived to: ſce- our 
tender confciences cloathing themſelves in Arms of Stee/,marching with Pikes,Siyords, - 
and Piftols, battering down our ef?abliſh'd Laws and Government with Guns and 
Cannons;and ſetting up their own zew-models, not with:the noiſc of Axes and Ham: 
- mers, but with-the more confuſed noife of Wars and Tumults, and with garments 
rolled iu bloud ? They havegiven this beſt of Churches the Stab, made the gaping 
wounds, yea and with their pretzoxs balms have broken our much more precious head ; 
and now they call carneſtly for a render band, for a cementing healing ſlaw. as if :all 
the hurt had been done not by, but «pox themſelves. 71 #4 ries 

: Theſe Obfervatians upon the Diſcourſe of that Reverend Perſon being ſubmitted 
to the Judgment of every Reader, I ſhall proceed to the remarkable paſſage of. that 
Reverend and Worthy Deaz, which he ſctteth dawn in thele words ;;. Jr.is not for 
private perſons ta undertakg in matters of publick concernwent ; but I think we have no 
cauſe te doubt, bat the Governours of eur Church ( notwithſtauding alithe advantages of 
Auwuthority, ard we think of Reaſon too, on our fide) are Perſons of that Piety and' Pru- 
dence, that for peace-ſahe, and in order to a firm Wnron ameng Proteſtants, .they would 
be content (if that would do it) nat ts anfiſt upon little things, but to yield them wp, whether 
to. the infirmay or importunity, or perhaps in ſome very few things, to the plauſible Ex- 
teptions of thaſe who differ from 1s. 

Before I return an account of the Senſe of that Reverend and Learned Perſon, 1 
ſhall endeavour to undeceive the nameleſs Alegator. He thinks that to ſome very 
few things;'theſe D:ſſenters have very planfible Exceptions. © Sir, 1am heartily glad 
to hear their Exceptions are but plauſthle, and reduced to ſo ſmell a.number.. We 
have. Exceptions againſt the Prezbyterian Diſcipline and Government, and: againſt the 
Congregational'Churches too, and thoſe not a few, and much more than. plauſible. But 
what Conſtitution, what Court, whatPerſon, what xy thing in the world, ſhall be 
allowed to'ftand, if a few plauſeble Exceptions be ſufficient to pul} it Cown ? There 
have been plauſible Exceptions againſt A Horſe of Lords,plauſible Exceptions againſt 
the beſ# of Princes, and things that are moſt ſacred. When we hear of Exceptions 
andplauſible, we ſhould well conſider the Perfoas to whamn they are fo: There are 
exceptior$8againſt the holy Scriptures, but they are plauſible. onely to! the prophaze 
Atheiſt; 'Exceptions againlt the erernal Sor of God, but they are plauſible. onely to 
Scribes, Phariſees, Hypecritcs, to: Faws, Infidels, and Heretichs: When Tynerante and 
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FaTion have made exceptions , Pride and Intere# will ſtrive hard to make them pleuſible, A thing 
may he very plaupsble which is no way jeff, but highly txcorventent. It is thereforean Argument 
of alight and ungenerou nnd, to argue in matters of {o great importance, from ſuch popular and 
looſe Topicks. Prudent and Pigus Perſons were not wont of okt to do ſo ; we may initance in 
Hooker, Hamgoud, Seuderſon. Nor muſt we look upon this as the Judgment of that Reverend 
Dean, but as the fond Opinian which theſe Digenters have of their own Conceptions. 

Nor can this Alggztor think, that « few things will ſatisfie them. To reCtifie his Judgmen 
herein, let him peruſe their So/ermn League and Covenant, as the Mother of all the reſt, their. Dire= 
ory, their Form of Government for England and Ireland, their Confeſſion of Faith, their lefſer and 
larger C atechiſms, their Fus Divinum of the Presbyterian Government ; and (fince-His Majefty's hay- 
py Reſtruration) their Petirion, with the Review and Alteration of the Book, of Common Prayer ; th-r 
Petition for Peace, whhaberr Reformation of the Liturgy. $6 et T 

' Again, this confident Allegator looks at the wrong end of the Teleſcope, when he judges theſe 
matters to be ſo little. , For to yield ap ſuch things, and upon (ach accounts as they demand them, 
we mult yield up a branch of truth and our own reaſor, with ſome part of our Chrifian Ziberty, 
(which is never a whit the lels conſiderable to us, becauſe we defire not to make uſe of ir tora 
cloke of Pride, Malice, or Diſohedience.) Some Zaws and Canons allo are to be yielded up, and 
ſome rays of Authority to be eclipſed, if not extinguiſhed, by this Conceſhon, 

Beſides, what is /ittle in its own nature may begreat in its conſequence. The Pinof a Warch is a 
{ſmall matter ifwe look upon the bulk, of it, yet the loſs of ſuch a Pin diſorderss the whole Aove- 
ment, or makes the Wheels to ſtand itill, and fo you loſe your at and the timeot the day by ir. 

The taking away of a little Turf is but a ſmall matter in appearance, but {uch, as are well ac- 
quainted with the Po-Dy4e Law,will tell you it may occaſion a breach in the whole h2r+,and let in 
{uch an undation as may drown a fruitful Zevel : for which reaſon ſuch a wilful Breach is made 
Felony by Statute. ; ; PET TY | | | 

But grant tbe things to be /o little as is ordinarily imagined ; for that Learned Man faid very nejge us; ſupra 
right in the days of Queen Flizabeth, [ The Conroverſres wherein we differ bave ſmall wjght in the p.172. : 
mariers, and leſs in the proofs. ] Butit ſeems theſe Difenters have no great. value for Auth9rity, 

(when it was not veffed mm themſelves) that ſuch /ittle matters can give them occaſion taquarrel 
with it. 'If the matters be ſmell, the perfarmance is the more eaſe, and conſequently the diſg- 
bedience the more iztolerable. And this isacknowledged by no lefs Authority than an Ad of Par- 
liament ; for in the mw ta the Book of Common Prayer, under the Title of . Ceremonies, it is de- 
4 clared, that Although the keeping or omitting of 4 Ceremony, in it ſelf conſidered, is but a ſmall thing ; yet 
the wilful and comemptuou tranſgrefſian and breaking of a Common Order and Diſcipline ,zs no {mall offence 

ore God, , We find therefore that Inltances of contempt in the ſmallef matters have been pn- 
pilhed with the greater rigour. To pick up a few fficks one would think no great violation of 
the Sabbath; yet 'twas ſo high an affrou: to Government, the Lawgiver would not diſpenſe with it. Num. 15-22» 
_ 'Tis true, ſuch Aﬀronts may be prevented, if the Law be changed by the ſame Anthority that 
made it; but this courſe in preventing one, would dravy on- another, and a much greater milchief. 

For as that Reverend Dean obſerves, | There 5s no greater diſparagement to a man's uuder/tending, #0 Dr Tilloiſos's 
greater argument of & light and ungenerou mind, than reſhly to change ones Religion.) Eft enim proprium Sermon on 
viri nobth conflaniem effe in re laudabilt honoreque digns;, nec ſinere ſe ab honeffo propoſitovel ſecundss 1 Cor.3.15. 
vel aduerſis rebus abduci, ſaith the Learned Zanchy. This chopping and changiyg leaves a legible brand 
of unfeddineſs and levity, and argues want of good adviſement, when the Law was firf eſtabliſhed : 
and thisis the readielt way to make the gravelt Councils radiculoxs, and their Laws contemptible. 

q This that wzſe and learned Prince very well enderitood, and therefore in his Proclamation for the A; FAIES. 
Uniformity of Common Prayer he concludes thus : *© And laſt ofall we do admonith all men;that _,. 
« hereafter they ſhall not expect nor attemptany further Alteration in the Common and Publick T## Proclama- 
« Form of God's Service, from this which is now eltabliſhed; for that neither will we give way 192 945 printed 
« for any to preſume, that our own Judgment having determined ina matter of this weight;ſhall before th: 014 
« be fwayd.to alteration by the frivolous ſuggeſtion of any I1ght ſpirit. Neither are we igno- Book.of *Com- 
*' rant ofthe Inconyeniences that do ariſe in Government, by admitting Innovation in things. 7964 V445er. 
** once ſettled by mature deliberation; and how neceflary itis touſe Conttancy in the upholding 
« of the publick Determinations of States : for that ſuch is the unquietneſs and untedfaſtneſs of 
« ſome Dilpoſitions, affefting every year new Forms of things, as if they ſhould be followed in 
<« their Unconſtancy , would make att Actions of »tate ridicnlons and concemptible ; whereas the 
« ſtedfalt maintaining of things by good advice eftabliſhed, isthe Weal of all Commonwealths. 

And now (Sir) I ſhall take leave todo right to that Reverend and Worthy Dean, whole Words 
are alleaged by this Apocryphal Writer to his own ends, but with a Confiructicn far diſtant fron 
the Dean's intended ſence and meaning. | 

For 1» The Dear dogs avouch himſelſto be of our Governours tie, but thefe Z1//exters are pro- 

'felkdly againſt them. : | 

2. The Dean tells you, It x not for private perſons to undertake in matters. of publick concernment : 
hut whatever they have done fince, I am ſure the Digeners in the time of Queen Elizabeth 
thought it lawful to attempt any thing (which they were pleaſed to call a Reformation) by Cla- 
mou, Tumult,and Violence; and ſometimes they did aCt accordingly withour and againſt Authority, _ 

In cyidence whereof we need produce no other than the words of that Authcr fo often men- Zur. Deios in 
tionert; ©* This their Liberty (faith he of thoſe Difſenters) 1s one of the chiet Points wheremn the faid Diſ- 
{ they {tand, Here neither Prince, nor Caunſellour,nor Bithop, nor Law mult reſtrain them courſe p. 153, 

* rom r2{uſing or caſting of whatſoever they millike ; or from taking upon them, and putting 154. 
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** in practice any thing they havedgferminedor concluded -to bedone:; - ſeeing according” to-their conceit they 
'© have ſound out; that Bilhops andallkbther Officers in our Church are-Popiſh, and that the Miniſtery (as they 
«« ſappoſe) beateth Popiſh Nawmesaiid Mats, and the Laws arePopiſh ; they will neither ſue:toPrince nor 
'© Cuuncil for the removing of any;of thelE things; but with all ſpeed caſt the Yoke from theirown necks. - And 
&« ſeeing they have:found in their Fancies;/Hhiae an Elderſhip, and no'other Laws but the written Word is to be 
< heard, therefore they will etefrheſe thiWamongttthemſelves, Andit were'to be wilhed that the ſame hu- 
mour di-1 not rein axcorrizibly among thewfFtthis day;; witneſs the late Frattices in Scotland, which agree exattly 
with their ſeditiozs Principles;: forwhich er the Reader to a Book entituled Raviliac Rediotuus, and their late 
Declaration. \>a + Nv a L.. I 

3- The pious Inclination of:that Reyet#nd Dean was for a not-1/fing--upon a few line things. Theſe Diſſemers 
are for a change of 4/], viz. th=-Liturgy, Diſcipline 5aud Government of the Church. | 

4. Theſe Difenters demand a change of things as ſinful. The Deantakes them onely for indifferent, having all 
the advamages of Hithority and Reaſon; .whithfie would never have alleaged ifhe had thought ſuch things /onful. 

5. The Dean doubts not inthe leaſt of:the Prevy aull Prudence of the Governour s of the Church ; but he finds no 
ſuch relenting meltzag temper in theſe Ditnſrs.. For after ſuch a Condeſcention in our Governours' (as he ſuppoſes 
to be attainable) he is ſtill doubtful of thoſe Difenrers Conformity and Obedience, which makes him ſay , [ If that 
would doir.] In ſhort, when his heart was'warm with Meditation and a Diſcourſe of Charity, the Reverend 
Dean freely utters his pious Sentiments-furipeare-ſabe, and in order toa firm wnion among 'Proteftants, [If that 
would do is.] And what ChriftianSoulwould not do the like for an End ſo noble and glorious? This was no 
more in effect than what fell from the mouth of.rthar Great and Excellent Perſon the Lord Archbiſtop Fuxton, 
who diſcourſing withmy ſelfabout- Iudulgence to Difſenters,(at his firſt coming to Lambeth after the King's Return) 
was pleaſed thus to exprels himſelF: 4 That ifthe yielding of ſome few'ſmall matters would 'win them to joyn 
<« cordially with vs in the Practice of the reſt,-he could very well: becontent with'it. And this ſignifiedjult as 
much as Mr. Deaz's Expreſſion with this Provido, [ If that would do it.} - But I muſt not diſiemble, that 'His Grace 

t added thus much ; © You know Mr. N. Ihave ſometimes ſate at the Zelmyg and truly Thave 

* The Biſhop added, _ © [tudied the temper of theſe men, and could never find them lo * ingenuous. ! For -gratific 
That there was no * them in any thing,and\yor do butencourage them toaskmore. They will uſeyour Conde- 
way to govers this © ſcention asan Argument of your ConviCtion; that your own Pradtice is ill} and'their Re- 
ſort of people,” but - ** quiries jutt and reaſonable. Nor will they relt ſatighed,/till all matfers of Decency ant Or- 
by a fireight Rain, . © der be laid aſide; tomake way. for their own new-fangled Innovations. ' If my- Zord were 
-- "Miſtaken in the temper of thele Difenters, Ifhall be heartilyglad to ſee itin their proFice and 
. compliance. | RISE . CL 11.0130. ; 185955) 

In the interim it ——_ the Pradence of all that are in Anthority,"to have "= rd to thoſe worthizswho have 
ſate at the Stern:heretofore, who without all doubtwatch'd all ypportunities to ſecure the Government, with the 
Intereſt of the Church and Kingdom. "Tocall theiff Prudence and Plery intoqueſtion, willmake our own fufpett- 
e ', and put our Integrity under ſome diſput6;;gpch were C-aumery Whitgift Bancroft, (to nameno mers) amongſt 
our Biſhops ; and-among|t our Soverciga Frigetfuchwere.Q. ElizaberbX.ames, and K.Cheriesofever bleffed me- 
mory. To ſecurerhe Ark of God andkeepit Fey, they could neverbe induced to ſet ituponnew.Cairiages;' not * to 
tru't the fumblirg Oxen with the candu#ofitbutdeftthat to the care of the axcient. Hierarchy. We ſce'(3tr) the me- 
mory of hoſe great perſons is precious andhad:inbonour ; and if we conſult pyrown repuration with out tranquillity, 
we ſhall-find it thefaireit and neareſt waytÞþ.it, «+ togreadin their ſteps." \Andifthele Dienters (notwithſtanding. 
thcjr pretences £0:Religion) ſhould be ofiamplarible-ſpirits reſolved 10 carrytbetr.bedts. and avimoſates dawnuo the grave 
wih them, their iſpeedj march off would be' a mercy to the Church and Nation,unleſs Godfleaſe to, mallifie 1heir | beayes into 
4 dutiful complianog, upon termsiof Truth, Juſtice, and Ingennity. And if this their zealous Advocate be not able to 
prevail with them to-this efeR, welmayvory:well expect from his modeſty, that he thould acquieſce in the pre- 
mites, or\at lea 4 that he thould folicittheir- Cauſe: 'nomare, till he hath given us ſome tolerable ſatisfaRion to 
theſe important Quare's. wah s61 25 1:0 LS * 3 ohgfric eds | | 

he What fort of Diffentershe does Plead Sr? 5: 2114 - - 18-336 3GT 
2, What Commiffon be can thew-thitrheyhaveappointed hinrto/be:their Advocate ? 
3. What Alterations they are which he can undertake they thall acquieſce in? | 3 -445255 
-4. What Security he can give the Church, that they wall cordally joyn withusin the pralice of all the reſt 7 
STS - 5. What hecah propougd toſatisfe Viſemers of other ſor ts, who may, plead an equal right 
* S-e Puritin;z= _ tothe like * Indulgence.) 7 6:01 km ang: k 
Paviſmu pag.29. Butl perceive this/isztoohard a task for him; 'wherenpon he does very wilely excuſe him- 
by 0itvzr Ormerod, ſelf from it in theſe wor 8,471 is not for. me, the. meanyft of ren chou[2nd, toad the Ditator ; no, 
Printed 1605, - no, 1 will tury Orator, und tuambly pray. When his Prayer is done,'I muſtremind this Grator 
_, of his own Acknowledgments; © That Peace is that Legacy which ourdeareſt Lord hath tet 
= to his Diſciples; That Union and Communion among, Chriſtians is both the beauty and ſtrength of the Church. 
<& That which rendzrs her lovely asa Citycompacted tayerter, and terrible as an' Army with Banners. ; 

Next, I mult remin ! him of that Reverend Dean's Dottrinz ; ** That men'onght to'bring 'along-withthem- a 

- 56. peaceable diſpoſitinn; and a mind realy. to comply with the Church in which they: were 
* The Ar:bbiſhop © born and baptiz-d, in all reaſonable and lawful * things, and deſirous upon any terms that 
9:95 0u7s to be - © 4 are toletable.torerurn toche-Communion of it; a mind free from paſhion and prejudice, 
law/ul. See above,. © from peevith Exceptions and groundleſsandtendlleſs *cruples. Herran the!namelels Or. 

. ror proſefſe th moſt cheerfully to yr kl:ro him 2 © Ob that it may be according ro-his word;that 
© (as he ſays) there may be no-more crumbling inre Parties an Fadtions, but thatall the ſons and danghters of 
©. Zion mw wor:hipGold in the heauryoF holineſs, withone ſhoulder 'and with one conſent, (of mind and month, 
in forms and geſtures, ; And then (our Morals and Conrertation being conſonant toour Rel:gigdus M orthip) we: 
may atlureourſclvres, that upon'all our 4femblies there will be a g?ory;anduron that Gloty a defence, andthroneh 
G 1's blefling that Deſence will be /apregzable « ich (30 of hismercy grant us. 4229, : 
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